particularly common after paediatric strabismus surgery, occurring in over a third of children over 2 years of age.l In addition to the distress it causes to both child and parent, post-operative vomiting (POV) is also the most frequent cause for unplanned admission after day-case surgery.2 Although many factors may influence the occurrence of POV, its particular propensity for occurring after strabismus surgery has led to the theory that an oculo-emetic reflex is responsible. This has been described as a reflex The patient's age and operative details were entered into a database (Fig. 1) . A positive OCR was said to have occurred if the baseline heart rate decreased by at least 10% or if a dysrhythmia occurred. On occurrence of the OCR, the surgeon released traction on the rectus muscle.
If the bradycardia was profound and/ or refractory to release of muscle traction or if a dysrhythmia had occurred, atropine 15 fLg /kg was administered intravenously by the anaesthetist.
Section I of the database was completed by the surgeon and section II by the anaesthetist. The recovery room staff and the nurses in the day-case ward were asked to fill in sections III and IV of the database form respectively. Section V was filled in by the surgeon or an orthoptist who contacted the parents by telephone 24 h after surgery.
Results
Seventy-nine patients aged between 1 and 13 years were enrolled into the study. Fifty-one (64.6%) developed a positive OCR during surgery; the other 28 (35.4%) did not. Table 1 Of the 79 patients, 29 (36.7°;',) developed POV. Table 2 compares these children's operative details with the 
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